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Arrest made in bathroom wall threat
	TEXAS CITY – A 16-year-old Texas City High School student was arrested today for making a false alarm or report last week at the school. The teen was taken into custody by the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office. The charge is anticipated to be a state jail felony. 
“After a careful and thorough investigation we determined an arrest was warranted” said TCISD Superintendent of Schools Dr. Rodney Cavness. “The district is appreciative of the partnership between our administrators and the Galveston County Sheriff’s Office, the Texas City Police Department and the courageous students who provided tips.”
On September 20, Dr. Cavness alerted parents about the threat found on a bathroom wall in TCHS. School went on as planned September 21 with increased law enforcement presence. 
Terroristic threats have increased at schools throughout the nation since the Parkland and Santa Fe shootings. Texas City ISD will continue to aggressively pursue any reported threatening activity or behavior. “We’ve been preaching ‘if you see something, say something’ and kids and parents are starting to take that to heart” said Dr. Cavness. “It is all of our responsibility to work together to keep our schools and community safe.” 
TCISD encourages parents to continue to talk to their children about how they can reach out for help or to report suspicious behavior. “If anything appears to be a possible dangerous or harmful situation, we want to know about it immediately,” he said.

The district will prosecute to the fullest extent of the law. “We’ve spent countless hours of chasing down leads, conducting interviews, and scrutinizing handwriting samples,” said Mike Matranga, TCISD executive director of security and school safety. “I promise you that we will always exhaust all leads until we can make an arrest.”

“Texas City ISD will not allow the safety of our schools to be threatened,” said Matranga. “We do not tolerate threats and we do not allow anyone to instill fear in thousands of students, teachers and their families,” said Matranga.
 The district encourages parents to have some serious discussion with their children. “If we have evidence of students making threats, they will be arrested, charged and prosecuted to the fullest extent of the law” said Matranga.  
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