
 

TEXAS CITY ISD PRE-AP ENGLISH I 

SUMMER READING 2018 

LMHS – Kathy Aaron – kbean@tcisd.org 

TCHS – Jackie Durio - jdurio@tcisd.org 

     Thank you for signing up for Pre-AP English 1.  I look forward to meeting each of you 

when school starts in August.  Your summer reading assignment is on ONE of the 

following novels, “The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night Time,” by Mark Haddon 

OR “The Art of Racing in the Rain,” by Garth Stein.    You can purchase the books from 

any book store or Amazon.com.  You will need to bring your novel to class. NO E 

BOOKS.   

     After reading the novel, you will choose ONE project from the list below.  Choose 

one that is most meaningful to you.  Your project MUST be original, creative, and neat.  

It should be aesthetically pleasing. Make sure you are analytic and insightful.   NO 

smears from markers, pen, or glue.  No messy handwriting and No computer generated 

images.  I expect you to put in time and effort.  Remember, you should be proud of 

whatever assignments you turn in.  DO NOT WRITE IN PENCIL!  You may type your 

entries or use blue or black ink.  

Focus on the theme(s) you find in the novel.  Theme is the central idea or message the 

author wants the reader to know and understand about life or human nature.  It is NOT 

a cliché and is expressed using a complete sentence.  Remember theme is 

topic+insight.    Example:  In the play, “Romeo and Juliet,” impulsiveness may bring 

chaotic and destructive consequences, thus changing the fate and destiny of all who are 

involved.   

Symbols/symbolism:  A figure of speech where an object, person, or situation has 

another meaning other than its literal meaning.  Look for repetition of objects such as 

flowers or names.  Anything can be symbolic, just look for the deeper meaning.   

  Examples:   A chain can symbolize the coming together of two things. 

A ladder can represent the relationship between heaven and earth or ascension. 

A mirror can denote the sun but when it is broken, it can represent an unhappy union or 

a separation 
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Choose One: 

Option One: The Mind Map:   

1.  Choose a character from the novel that is NOT one dimensional, meaning 

that he or she changes in some significant way throughout the novel.  

2. Use a poster board and draw an outline of the character’s head.   Keep in 

mind that it should be large enough to include all the required components. 

Make sure you write the name of the character.  

3.  Copy at least five of your character’s most important quotes and include 

the page number.  Write why these quotes are significant to the character 

and the novel.  

4. Draw at least five visual symbols that represent your character and explain 

how they are representative of the novel.   These cannot be computer 

generated.  

5. Include a timeline of your character’s changes throughout the novel. 

Describe events and how these events changed the character.  You can 

add visuals but they must be your own drawings.   

6. Describe your character’s most admirable qualities and worst qualities.  

7. The highest and lowest points and the cause and effect of each. 

8. Explain both internal and external conflicts. 

9. List and explain the character’s motivation and/or goals. 

10. Write a paragraph describing how other people see this character versus 

the character’s perception.  

11. List and explain several fortunate and unfortunate events. 

Don’t forget to write your name of the back of your poster.  

 

Option 2:  Scrapbook 

A scrapbook is a multi-genre expression of the main character’s thoughts, 
feelings, experiences, conflicts, settings, themes, time periods. All included 
pieces should be in the first-person’s point of view, as if the character him/herself 
was producing this scrapbook of his/her life. They should be the character’s 
collections, not YOURS, as a student in an English class. The scrapbook can 
contain any of the following, though you are not limited to: 

1. diary entries 

2. pictures: drawings or photographs 

3. poems 

4. mock newspaper/magazine clippings (You write these as if they were in an 
actual newspaper.  Use column form and a heading.  You might want to google 
parts of a newspaper for ideas.  



5. significant ticket stubs, matchbook covers, or similar souvenirs.  Make these. 

6. letters sent to others or received from others.  You create these.  

7.  Add just about anything else that is relevant to the novel and its themes and 
conflicts 

Your scrapbook can be a notebook, paper stapled together, a photo album, or 

whatever form works for you. Try to get as much variety of items (not all journal 

entries, for example) and plan on including about twenty different items. Be sure 

to consider the best layout and organization for your character/novel.  Remember 

each entry must have an explanation that connects your items with the novel.   

 

Option 3:  Poetry 

Write a minimum of five original poems that relate to the theme(s), events, ideas, 

or characters.   Your poems must be at least 14 lines long.  They can rhyme or be 

free verse.  You must illustrate the poems.  I do run poems through a plagiarism 

check so make sure you do NOT copy poems from the internet or from another 

student.  

Next, research poems with similar themes and select five.  Copy the poems with 

the author’s name and write a paragraph for each poem explaining how they 

relate to the themes in the novel.  DO NOT WRITE IN FIRST PERSON.    

Create an interesting way to display your project.  Decorate using archetypes for 

colors.  See chart below.    

Make sure your name is on your project.  Be creative, original, and neat.  Messy 

work will NOT be graded!   

 

Common Color Archetypes 

Red - dramatic, energetic, brave, dangerous, determined, passionate. 

Red is an extremely intense color. It symbolizes life – red is the color of blood, war and 

Mars. 

Green - fresh, organic, loyal, gentle, aware, earthy, secure, restful.  It can also 

represent jealousy, decay and money. We usually see it as a color for freshness; it is a 

restful color.  

Black - powerful, sophisticated, artistic, mysterious, guarded, serious. 

Black is the color of mourning, of death and sorrow and doom and gloom, but it can also 

represent time and resurrection.  



White - pure, innocent, good, clean, sterile, peaceful. 

The color white has often been associated with innocence, purity, goodness and light.  

Yellow - sunny, cheerful, joyous, happy, excited, inspired, creative. 

Violet - rich, vibrant, powerful, artistic, eccentric, mysterious. 

Blue - tranquility, peace, calm, order, harmony, reliable, serene. 

Blue is the color of intellect, peace and contemplation. It can represent water, the sky, 

and infinity.  

Gold - prestige, wisdom, wealth, knowledge, generosity, quality. 

Gold is the ultimate in illuminated color. It can represent the sun, royalty, wealth and the 

divine.  

Silver - careful, modern, focused, articulate, technological, futuristic. 

Pink - compassionate, empathetic, sensitive, friendly, caring, grateful, fun. 

Pink signifies romance, love, and friendship. It is an affectionate, intuitive and insightful 

color, 

Orange - enthusiasm, happiness, determination, attraction, success, encouragement. 

Orange is a warm, social color; it is innately cheerful and playful.  

Brown - stable, reliable, loyal, connected, earthy, organic, natural.” It suggests stability, 

trustworthiness and dependability.  

.  

 


